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Improvements of Screening for Developmental Dysplasia
of the Hip in Hamamatsu city.

Hiroki Furuhashi, M. D,, et al.

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Hamamatsu University School of Medicine

In order to improve the low 2.1% referral rate in Hamamatsu City after screening for
developmental dysplasia of the hip (DDH), we introduced guidelines in December 2013 to local
pediatricians and widened the criteria for referrals. Here we report the numbers of referrals before
and after this introduction. In 2012 the year before the new guidelines, there were 42 newborns
referred to us for further examination, in 2013 there were 64 newborns, and in 2014 there were
124 newborns referred to us, with most cases referred due to limitations in abduction and flexion.
The number subsequently diagnosed with acetabular dysplasia increased from 6 cases in 2012, to
14 cases in 2013, and to 33 cases in 2014. The number diagnosed with dislocation increased from 2
cases in 2012, to 3 cases in 2013, and to 5 cases in 2014. Compared to other regions, the rate of
referrals is still low, and we expect that further increases will be seen in the next few years.
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