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Surgical Treatment of Sequelae of Infantile Septic Arthritis of the Hip

Akifusa Wada, M. D,, et al.
Saga Handicapped Children’s Hospital

Between 1983 and 2009, 28 hips in 27 patients were operatively reconstructed for severe
sequelae of infantile septic arthritis of the hip. Two hips were classified as Choi type IIA, 2 as IIB,
12 as IIIA, 5 as type IIIB, 1 as type IVA, and 6 as type IVB sequelae. The average age at the time
of the first surgery was 4.7 years, and the average follow-up period was 8.3 years. Successful
results were obtained in 13 of the 16 type IIA, IIB, and IIIA hips by means of a combination of
open reduction, femoral varus osteotomy, and pelvic osteotomy, however, femoral rotation
osteotomy is a better alternative to correct the severe deformity and improve hip function. Three
of the 5 type IIIB hips treated by femoral valgus osteotomy without bone grafting had successful
results. However, only 1 of the 7 type IV hips treated by greater trochanter arthroplasty had
successful results.
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