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Neonatal Routine Screening for Developmental Dysplasia of the Hip,

in Hamamatsu City

Hiroki Furuhashi, M. D., et al.

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Hamamatsu University School of Medicine

We report the findings from routine screening for developmental dysplasia of the hip (DDH)in
all neonates at 4 months old, in Hamamatsu City. A total of 97.8% of all neonates were examined
and, among these, 4.2% presented limited flexion and/or limited abduction of the hip. Of note, only
half of these were assigned to an orthopaedic specialist for follow-up. In all cases there was
screening for hip abduction, but only half also used the required questionnaire. Among all cases of
neonatal DDH referred to the orthopaedic specialists, in our university, 87.4% involved limited
flexion or abduction, and none of these had completed the DDH-screening questionnaire. The
referral rate of 2.1% of neonates screened is extremely low compared to nationwide statistics.
These findings suggest improvements are needed in completing the DDH-screening questionnaire,
and in assuring all those found with suspected DDH are referred for further examinations and

follow-up by orthopaedic specialists.
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