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Development Dysplasia of the Hip Treated Using the Pavlik Harness :
Long-Term Outcomes

Noriko Urano, M. D, et al.
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Saga Hospital for Handicapped Children

We report the long-term outcomes in developmental dysplasia of the hip (DDH) treated using the
Pavlik Harness. We have treated 204 hips involving 202 patients between 1980 and 1992. Of these,
160 hips were reduced, and 63 have been followed until skeletal maturity. The presence of
avascular necrosis was evaluated using Salter Criteria at one year after application of the harness,
The long-term outcome was evaluated on radiographs using Severin's Classification at the most
recent follow-up. and the deformity of the femoral head was evaluated according to Kalamchi's
Classification. Of them, 45 hips were classified as Severin 1 or II. Avascular necrosis was present
in 28 hips, and deformity of the femoral head remained in 21 hips. The initial radiograph was found
to be not predictive of later avascular necrosis,
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