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Role of Physicians and Risk Management in the Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgery

Yoshiaki Yanase, M. D.

Nagayoshi General Hospital

Medical practice always goes hand-in-hand with danger and there are no guarantees of success.
Those who are involved with medical treatment have to focus on medical safety and physicians
have to be aware of and fulfill their responsibilities. The responsibilities of physicians include those
in respect to the physicians themselves. as well as those toward patients™".

A's responsibilities in respect to doctors. they must acquire medical knowledge and techniques,
pay careful attention when conducting medical practice and observe various laws and regulations,
including the Medical Practitioners Law, etc. Although even skilled doctors can make a medical
error. medical accidents by immature medical techniques should never occur. Doctors are
required to know the level of medicine of the organization they belong to. enrich their medical
knowledge for making diagnoses and providing treatment and obtain a mastery of surgical
techniques as responsibilities concerning themselves. Nevertheless. medical accidents caused by
doctors not fulfilling such responsibilities have occurred in the past.

Responsibilities toward patients include providing them with explanations and obtaining their
consent. Pediatric orthopedists in particular should avoid inappropriate remarks because they are
required to provide explanations to and obtain consent from children's guardians. In addition,
although not limited to pediatric orthopedics, what is important for doctors in obtaining informed
consent is to always have knowledge on the natural course of each disease and to be able to provide
sulficient explanation on the advantages and disadvantages of treatments, including those
conservative and operative. They need to obtain consent based on a patient’s satisfactory
understanding, rather than unilaterally providing an explanation. For example, doctors treating a
broken bone in a child should have sufficient knowledge on be accountable to patients for
spontaneous correction (malunions that will and will not be corrected). growth impairment and
overgrowth and development into arthropathy, etc.



