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Orthopae-

Retrospective Study of Acute Leukemia and Malignant Lymphoma in

Children with Lower Extremity Pain

Daisuke Kobayashi, M. D., et al.
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Kobe Children's Hospital

We have retrospectively reviewed 12 patients with acute leukemia and malignant lymphoma
who visited our hospital with orthopaedic complaints. The patients included 9 boys and 3 girls with
an average age of 5 years(range from 4 months to 12 years). Eight patients presented a fever (37C
or more), another 2 patients presented generalized fatique, one other presented poor anemia, and
the other one presented liver enlargement on X-ray. The leukocyte count was elevated in two
patients, decreased in another two patients, and normal in the other 8 patients. Blast cells on a
peripheral smear were seen in four patients. On radiographic examination, osteopenia was seen in 9
patients. osteolytic lesions in four, and pathologic fractures in four. Because the initial presentation
of patients with leukemia often involves the musculoskeletal system. orthopaedists need to
recognize the symptoms of this disease to avoid misdiagnosis and to expedite the initiation of

appropriate potentially
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life-saving treatment.



