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Osteomyelitis in Childhood : Report of Two Rare Cases

Masakatsu Saitoh, M. D, et al.
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery. Kinki University School of Medicine

We report two rare cases of osteomyelitis of the patella and salmonella in childhood. Case 1 is of
an l1-year-old boy who presented pain and swelling on the left knee. Imaging showed a cystic
lesion of the patella. After needle puncture, the symptoms were relieved on the next day. However,
at 3 months later, the symptoms recurred. Biopsy was performed using arthroscopy. On
pathological examination, infiltration of neutrophil and macrophage were observed, and diagnosis
was a septic lesion. He was then treated with antibiotics and NSAIDs. After one year follow-up,
there has been no further recurrence. Although the organism was not identified, we diagnosed
osteomyelitis of the patella accompanying synovitis. Case 2 is of a 16-year-old boy who presented a
history of distal thigh pain at 6 months prior, that was relieved spontaneously. However, at 3 days
before consulting us, he had recurrent distal thigh pain with fever. Imaging examinations suggested
a bone lesion or osteomyelitis of the distal femur, and open bone biopsy was performed. Pus was
obtained from the lesion, and salmonella was identified. Antibiotics were administered
intravenously for 2 weeks, and then perorally for a further 6 months. After one year follow-up,

there has been no recurrence of infection.
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