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Ultrasonography of the Transient Synovitis of the Hip
after the Symptom Disappeard

Yuka Kitagawa, M. D, et al.

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery. Iwate Medical University

Thirty-seven joints with transient synovitis in the hip of children were followed until the
disappearance in joint swelling on ultrasonogram.

We investigated and analysed any correlation among the interval until disappearance in the
clinical symptoms, the period until disappearance in joint swelling on ultrasonogram, the duration of
the swelling, age at onset, the level of swelling, and whether the patient had caught a cold before
onset.

The period until the disappearance in the clinical symptoms was three weeks or less on average.
Signs of swelling on ultrasonogram persisted for six weeks or less after the disappearance in clinical
symptoms. There was no correlation between the duration of swelling after the disappearance in
clinical symptoms, and the severity of swelling. or the interval until consultation.

There were 16 cases that had caught a cold, and many of these presented persistent swelling in
the joint for three weeks or more after the disappearance in the clinical symptoms.

There were four recurrent cases. Three of these four cases were boys aged seven years or more,
who had caught a common cold before the onset. It seems that an especially careful observation is
necessary in such cases.

135



