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Delayed Diagnosis in Developmental Dysplasia of the Hip in the past 10 years :

Problems in the Current Hip Screening System in Japan

Tadao Nomura, M. D., et al.
Department of Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery. Toyama-ken Koshi Rehabilitation Hospital

We have reviewed all cases of the delayed diagnosis involving developmental dysplasia of the hip
(DDII), to improve the modality of the hip screening system in Japan. Eighty-nine subjects (94
hips) who had been diagnosed as having DDII have been treated in the past ten years. Twenty
subjects involving (21 hips) diagnosed at 6-months old or older were classified as delayed diagnosis,
and 69 subjects (73 hips) diagnosed younger than 6 months were classified as early diagnosis.
Twenty percent of the delayed group were male (cf. 13% in the early group). All 10 subjects with a
family history were in the early group. The final reduction method employed for the delayed group
was the Pavlik harness method in 2 hips/10% (cf. 35 hips/48% in the early group). manual
reduction in 3 hips/14% (cf. 5 hips/7%). OHT method in 4 hips/19% (cf. 14 hips/19%). and open
reduction in 10 hips/48% (cf. 18 hips/25%). The diagnosis tended to be delayed in male infants or
infants without a family history. Once missed, it would not be noticed until the infant tried to start
walking, when the open reduction would more likely be necessary at a higher therapeutic cost. The

screening system for DDH in Japan should be improved.
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