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Subacute Osteomyelitis in Children

Kazuharu Takikawa, M. D., et al.

Department of Pediatric Orthopedics. Shizuoka Children's Hospital

To review the treatiment for subacute osteomyelitis in children. we investigated six patients who
underwent initial treatment in our institute. They included three males and three females, The
mean age at the initial visit was 9 years. and the mean follow-up period was 3 years. We evaluated
chief complaint, the site. the region of the bone. the treatment method. any relapse. and so on.
Initially five patients presented pain, and one patient presented movement disturbance. The site
was the humerus in one patient, the femur in two patients. the tibia in two patients, and the
calcaneous in the other one patient. The region of the bone was from the epiphysis to the
metaphysis in three patients, the metaphysis in one patient. the diaphysis in one patient, and near
the apopliysis with the calcaneous in the other one patient. Four patients received biopsy and were
treated with curettage. Two of these then received continuous irrigation, and one patient received a
bone graft. Antibiotics were administered after surgery in these patients, One patient was treated
with the antibiotics after the biopsy. Another one patient was treated with oral antibiotics alone.
Five patients were healed after the initial treatment. but the other one patient with one year and
one month until the initial treatment had a relapse.



