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Septic Hip in Children and Factors related to the Onset of the Condition

Kenjirou Wakabayashi, M. D., et al.
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Nagoya City University

We report the clinical and radiological results of treatment for a septic hip in children, and
discuss the causative factors. We reviewed 28 hips in 28 cases treated before 1997 (Group A),
and 6 hips in 6 cases treated after 1998 (Group B). We analyzed the age at onset, the duration
from the onset to drainage, the type of drainage and pathogen, and Katada’s clinical and

radiological classifications.

In 18 hips(64.3%)in Group A, and one hip(16.7%)in Group B, the condition occurred during
infancy at the age of one month or less. The mean duration to the time of drainage was 8.2 days
in Group A, and 9.2 days in Group B. Pus accumulation was detected in 10 hips in Group A, and
in all of the hips in Group B. The major pathogen in Group A was methicillin-sensitive
Staphylococcus aureus (MSSA), whereas in Group B MSSA and methicillin-resistant Sta-
phylococcus aureus(MRSA), as the causative pathogen. In Group A, the types of drainage
consisted of needle aspiration in 10 hips, capsulotomy in 6, capsulotomy after ineffective needle
aspiration in 5, and no treatment in the other 4 hips. In Group B, all cases but one were treated

by capsulotomy.

Secure and immediate drainage is the most important matter in the management of septic hip

regardless of the modalities of treatment.
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