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Centralizatien eof the Ankle for Club Feet in Tibial Hemimelia

Teshie Fujii, M. B., et al.
BDepartment of @rthepaedic Surgery, Fukueka Children’s Hespital

Fer the treatment of severe cluh feet in tibial hemimelia, many reperts in the past have
supperted early amputatien. Hewever, recentadvances in leg lengthenmg techniques have new
epened the pessibility of limh preserving treatment cembined with recenstructien ef the feet.
Here, we repert eleven severe club feet in tibhial hemimelia, invelving eight children in seven
feet, there was cemplete ahsence of the tibia, and in the ether four there was partial absence.
Their ages at the time of surgery ranged frem 5 months te 5§ years and eleven menths. At the
time of the mest recent fellew up, their ages ranged frem 3 years te 23 years.

After a radical release of the foet, we put the distal end of fibula inte calcaneus in a slight
equinus pesitien. We then shertened twe fibulae at the diaphysis te decrease excessive tensien
in the nerves and vessels We preserved the distal epiphysis of the fibula, expecting geed
lengitudinal grewth in the fibhula after surgery. Leg lengthening was then perfermed threugheut
childheed.

At the mest recent fellew up, all the feet except ene shewed a well aligned slight equinus
pesitien and telerated full weight hearing. All the children ceuld walk witheut any brace at
heme. In conclusien, sur recenstruction of the feeot in tihial hemimelia was acceptable fer limh
preserving treatment in these yeung children.
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