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Review of the Use of Surgery Buring the past 58 years in Institutiens
in Japan fer Children with Bisakilities : Changes
in Needs and Future Prespects

Tatsuhire @chiai, M. D, et al.
PDepartment of @rthepedic Surgery, Takute Rehabilitatien Center for Children

It is new mere than 50 yearssince the first institutiens were established in Japan fer children
with physical disabilities. Here we have nvestigated the changes in the types of eperation
perfermed threugh examinatien ef the sperative recerds ever 45 years(from 1960 te 2084) . The
data were divided inte three groups of palsy(PAL), pediatric srthepedic diserders(PED), and
defermities in the extremities(BEF). The tetal number of eperatiens perfermed was
4,868 (mean 188/year). PAL acceunted for 3,571(73%), PED for 830(17%), and BEF fer
467(10%). The histerical changes were as fellews. The changes in PAL shewed twe peaks, the
first peak (1960 te 1976) invelved surgery for pelismyelitis and the second pealk (1977 to 2004) for
cerebral palsy. PED shewed a censtant rate(20~30/year), and almest all cases invelved hip
surgery such as CBH. BEF shewed a steep rise after 1992 after the intreductien ef external
fixatien techniques. In the mest recent three years(frem 2001 te 2004), PAL acceunted for 253
eperations (63%), PED for 53(13%), DEF for 97(24%), shewing a marked decrease in the
relative number of eperations for PAL. With the aging of seciety in Japan, the institutiens fer
children with disabilities may receive less attentien. Hewever, it is impertant te nete the
changes needed te hetter treat children in the future.
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