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Comparative Review of the Incidence of Accidental Trauma Occurring
in Special Schools

Toshiro Okagawa, M. D,, et al.
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Aichi Aoitori Institution for the Disabled

We have reviewed the profiles of injuries that have occurred accidentally in the Special
Schools ; 2 for the blind, 4 for the deaf, 6 for the mentally retarded and 7 for the physically
handicapped, in Aichi Prefecture, during the past five years. We compared the profiles with
those occurring in 49 elementary schools and 22 junior high schools in the Ama-Tsushima area
located in the western region of Aichi Prefecture, Japan.

The incidence of injuries was higher in the junior high schools than in the elementary schools,
and was the highest in the schools for the deaf. The mentally retarded and the physically
handicapped incurred injuries more frequently in the classroom than in any other place such as
the gymnasium or playground. One reason was that those pupils were not so active at extracur-
ricular time. The incidence of injuries caused by falling down was higher among the deaf and
the physically handicapped. Reasons here may include poor anticipation and poor balance.
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